
KS3 Year 7 Music

United Curriculum

Key Stage
2

Unit 1

Introduction to 
music

Playing the 
Drum Kit

Intro
To Samba

Samba 
ensemble

Samba 
performance

Metre

Off beat

Body 
percussion 

performance

Tonality

Dynamics

Tempo

Articulation

Variation

Sight 
singing

Orchestra

Contrasts

Ostinato

Rhythm and pulse

Social Justice

What is rhythm 
and pulse?

Drum Kit

Unit 4

Sweet 
dreams

Word Up

Habanera

Minimalism

Body percussion

Unit 3

Singing 
and the 

elements

Structure

Unit 2

Melody, 
Pitch and 
patterns

Social Justice

Melody Hooks and 
Riffs

Bolero

Texture Structure and 
performance

Context



KS3 Year 8 Music

United Curriculum

Year 7

Unit 1

Development of 
music

Chromatic

Articulation

Pentatonic

Ternary 
Form

Melody

Theme and 
Variation

Off beat

Ska

Rhythms

Blinding 
lights

Spirituals

Ragtime

The Blues

Tonality and 
Structure

Social Justice

Major and 
minor

Binary form

Jazz Improv

Theme and 
Variations 
Tonality

Unit 3

Three Little 
Birds
Verse

The 
creative 
musician

Social Justice

Blues music

12 bar blues Rhythm and 
blues

Jazz

Melodic 
Decoration

Unit 2
Ensemble 
Musician

Three Little 
Birds

Chorus

Year 9

Blinding 
lights

Performance



KS3 Year 9 Music

United Curriculum

Year 8

Unit 1

Development of 
music

Primary 
Chords

Secondary 
Chords

Texture

Electronic 
Dance Music

Hook, Riffs & 
Motifs

Intervals

Mickey 
Mousing

Leitmotif

Heroes

Horror

Film Briefs

A Good Song

Social Justice

Structure

Structure
(Cadences)

Lyrics and 
Rhythm

Hero 
fanfare

The 
creative 
musician

Social Justice

Planning and 
rehearsing a 

cover
Song 

analysis

Unit 2
Music for film

Sci-Fi

Key 
stage 4

Epic

Unit 3
Terminal task
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