
Year 12

Teacher: Mr Bettridge Mr McDonnell

HT1 Democracy & Participation (Paper 1):
• Systems of representative and direct democracy
• Wider franchise of debates over suffrage
• Pressure groups and other influences
• Rights in Context

Constitution (Paper 1):
• Nature & sources of UK Constitution
• Changes to the Constitution, post -1997
• Role and powers of devolved bodies in the UK and 

impact of devolution
• Debates on further reform

HT2 Political Parties (Paper 1):
• Functions and features of political parties
• Established parties
• Emerging and minor parties
• UK political parties in context

Parliament (Paper 1):
• Structure and role of the House of Commons and House 

of Lords
• Comparative powers of both chambers
• The legislative process
• Interaction between Parliament and the Executive

HT3 Electoral Systems (Paper 1):
• Different electoral systems
• Referendums and how they are used
• Electoral system analysis

PM & Executive (Paper 1):
• Structure, role and powers of the Executive
• Concept of ministerial responsibility
• Prime Minister and Cabinet

HT4 Voting Behaviour & Media (Paper 1):
• Long & short - term impacts on voting behaviour
• Case studies of three general elections (one from 1945 -92, 

1997 general election, one post -1997 general election)
• The influence of the media on electoral outcomes

The Judiciary (Paper 1):
• The Supreme Court and its interaction with the 

legislative process
• Relationship between Executive and Parliament

HT5 The Media (Paper 1):
• Influence of the Media on Electoral outcomes

Devolution & The EU (Paper 1) :
• Aims, roles and impact of the EU on UK government
• Location of sovereignty in the UK political system

HT6 Conservatism (Paper 3)
• Core ideas & principles
• Types of conservatism
• Key Thinkers

Liberalism (Paper 3)
• Core ideas & principles
• Types of Liberalism
• Key Thinkers



Year 13

Teacher: Mr McDonnell Mr Bettridge

HT1 Feminism (Paper 3):
• Core ideas and principles
• Differing views and tensions within Feminism
• Feminist thinkers and their ideas

Socialism (Paper 3):
• Core ideas and principles
• Differing views and tensions within Socialism
• Socialist thinkers and their ideas

HT2 US Constitution (Paper 2):
• Nature of US Constitution
• Key features of the US Constitution and evaluation 

of their effectiveness today
• Main characteristics of US federalism
• Interpretations and debates around the US 

Constitution and federalism

US Electoral Systems (Paper 2):
• Presidential elections and their significance 
• Campaign finance

HT3 US Congress (Paper 2):
• Structure of Congress
• Functions of Congress
• Interpretations and debates around Congress

US Political Parties (Paper 2):
• Key ideas and principles of the Democratic and Republican 

parties
• The distribution of power and changing significance of the 

parties
• Current conflicts and the changing power and influence within 

the parties
• Coalition of supporters for each party

HT4 US Presidency (Paper 2):
• Sources of presidential power as outlined in the 

Constitution
• Informal sources of presidential power
• The presidency
• Interpretations and debates of the US presidency

US Supreme Court and Civil Rights (Paper 2):
• Nature and role of Supreme Court
• Appointment process for Supreme Court
• Supreme Court and public policy
• Protection of civil liberties and rights in modern USA
• Race and rights in contemporary US politics
• Interpretations and debates of US Supreme Court and civil 

rights

HT5 Comparative approaches (Paper 2):
• Theoretical approaches
• Similarities and differences in the UK and USA

US Interest Groups (Paper 2):
• Significance, resources and tactics and debates about 

their impact on democracy
• Methods and powers of at least one interest group

HT6 Revision (Paper 3) Revision (Paper 3)
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