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YEAR 12

In search of the 
American 

Dream: the 
USA, c1917–96

Breadth Study
Focus on the dramatic 

political, economic 
and social 

transformation of the 
USA in the twentieth 

century

Exam Length: 
2 hours 15 minutes

X2 20 mark essays and 
X1 20 mark 

interpretation essay

Weight:
30% of A Level

South Africa, 
1948–94: from 
apartheid state 

to
‘Rainbow 
Nation’

Depth Study
Explore how South 

Africa changed from 
an apartheid state 
into a multi-racial 

democracy

Exam Length:
1 hour 30 minutes

One 20 mark essay
One sources question

Weight:
20% of A Level

YEAR 13

Rebellion and 
disorder under 

the Tudors,
1485–1603

Depth Study
Explore how South 

Africa changed from 
an apartheid state 
into a multi-racial 

democracy

Exam Length:
2 hours 15 minutes

X3 20 mark essays (1 
source)

Weight: 
30% of A Level

Coursework:
Enquiry on the 
Vietnam War

Independent Research
Develop skills in the 

analysis and 
evaluation of 

interpretations of 
history focusing on a 

chosen question, 
problem or issue 

3,000-4,000 word 
enquiry essay exploring 
the value of historian’s 
interpretations on key 
debates surrounding 

the Vietnam War.

Weight:
20% of A Level
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