
 
 

 

YEAR 12-13 ART Curriculum Map 

Mission 
statement  

Intent: The GCE Art and Design curriculum is designed to develop independent, reflective and intellectually curious practitioners who can generate, investigate and communicate personal ideas through sustained creative enquiry. Students are encouraged to pursue individual lines of 
investigation informed by contextual research, critical thinking and personal interests. Through engagement with historical and contemporary artists, designers and craft practitioners, students develop cultural awareness, visual literacy and an understanding of how art and design 
respond to social, cultural and personal issues. The curriculum promotes creative independence, analytical thinking and the ability to make informed decisions. Students develop a personal visual language through exploration, experimentation and reflection, preparing them for higher 
education, creative careers and lifelong engagement with the arts. 

Implementation: The course is structured around the four Assessment Objectives, enabling students to develop ideas through sustained investigation, explore and refine materials and processes, record observations and insights, and realise personal intentions through meaningful 
outcomes. Students begin with guided skills development and thematic enquiry before progressing towards increasingly independent investigations. Through practical workshops, contextual research, critical analysis and sustained experimentation, students learn to select appropriate 
resources, materials and techniques to support their intentions. Sketchbooks and portfolios are used as working documents for enquiry, reflection, experimentation and development. Contextual studies and the Personal Study are integrated throughout the course, encouraging students 
to make meaningful connections between their own practice and that of artists, designers and craft practitioners. 

Impact: Students become confident and independent practitioners capable of sustaining a personal line of enquiry and developing ideas through analytical and critical investigation. They learn to select and refine materials, processes and approaches appropriate to their intentions, 
reflecting thoughtfully on their work and progress. By the end of the course, students produce sophisticated and meaningful responses that demonstrate technical skill, intellectual engagement and personal creativity. They are equipped with the resilience, independence, cultural 
awareness and creative problem-solving skills required for further study, employment and participation in the creative and cultural sectors. 

 

Y12 Autumn 
Skills Training & My World mini 

project 

Y12 Spring/Summer Y13 Autumn 
Personal Investigation 

& Personal Study 

Y13 Spring 
Externally Set Assignment 

Released on 1st February 

Timed Test 
15h 

TOPIC/BIG 
QUESTION 

How can artists investigate and communicate their 
experiences, interests and surroundings through visual 
language? 

How can artists develop and communicate personal ideas through sustained investigation, 
experimentation and critical reflection? 

How can artists respond creatively to a given theme while 
maintaining a personal line of enquiry? 

How can artists realise their intentions and 
communicate meaning through a resolved 
outcome? 

 
Guided exploration and skills development. 
Not submitted towards the grade. 

Independent investigation with teacher guidance.  
Part of Component 1.  

Independent response to an externally set theme the Exam Board. 
Part of Component 2. 

Realisation of intentions under timed 
conditions. 
Part of Component 2. 

Knowledge 
 

Students will: 

Understand the structure of the GCE Art and Design 
course, including the Assessment Objectives and creative 
process. 

Develop understanding of how artists, designers and 
makers investigate, develop and communicate ideas. 

Explore the formal elements and visual language relevant 
to their chosen specialism. 

Develop knowledge of a range of materials, techniques 
and processes, recognising their qualities and creative 
potential. 

Understand how contextual research and critical analysis 
can inform creative decision-making. 

Students will: 

Understand how to develop and sustain a personal line of enquiry from a broad theme or 
starting point. 

Explore historical and contemporary artists, designers and craft practitioners relevant to their 
personal interests and intentions. 

Understand how contextual research, critical analysis and reflection can inform the 
development of ideas. 

Develop understanding of the relationship between investigation, experimentation, 
refinement and outcome. 

Understand how materials, processes and techniques can be selected and adapted to support 
personal intentions. 

Explore connections between practical work and the Personal Study, recognising how written 
and visual investigations can inform one another. 

Develop understanding of how artists communicate meaning through visual language, context 
and process. 

Students will: 

Understand how to interpret and respond to an externally set theme 
through a personal line of enquiry. 

Investigate relevant historical and contemporary artists, designers 
and craft practitioners that inform their response. 

Understand how contextual research, experimentation and critical 
reflection support the development of intentions. 

Develop understanding of how artists adapt, refine and redirect ideas 
throughout the creative process. 

Consolidate knowledge of materials, processes and techniques 
appropriate to their chosen approach. 

Understand the relationship between preparatory studies and a 
resolved final outcome. 

Students will: 

Understand how preparatory studies, 
experimentation and refinement inform a final 
outcome. 

Apply knowledge of materials, processes and 
techniques developed throughout the course. 
Understand how to realise intentions through a 
coherent and meaningful response under timed 
conditions. 

Skills 

 

Students will: 

Develop practical skills through workshops, 
experimentation and guided exploration. 

Improve control of media, materials and techniques 
relevant to their chosen discipline. 

Record observations, ideas and insights through drawing, 
photography, making, annotation and other appropriate 
methods. 

Experiment with a range of approaches and evaluate their 
effectiveness. 

Analyse and discuss the work of artists, designers and 
makers using appropriate subject-specific vocabulary. 

Participate in individual and group critiques, developing 
confidence in discussing and evaluating creative work. 

Begin to develop a personal response to a chosen theme 
through investigation and experimentation. 

Students will: 

Independently research, analyse and evaluate artists, themes and contextual sources. 

Develop, refine and sustain personal ideas through focused investigation and critical thinking. 

Experiment purposefully with materials, techniques and processes, reviewing and refining 
work as it develops. 

Record observations, insights and intentions through drawing, photography, annotation and 
other appropriate methods. 

Use sketchbooks and portfolios to document enquiry, experimentation, analysis and 
reflection. 

Select and apply appropriate media, materials and processes to support personal intentions. 

Develop analytical annotation that moves beyond description to evaluation and critical 
understanding. 

Demonstrate increasing independence in planning, managing and directing their own creative 
practice. 

Produce a personal and meaningful body of work supported by sustained investigation and 
development. 

Students will: 

Independently research, analyse and evaluate sources relevant to the 
externally set theme. 

Generate and develop personal responses from broad starting points. 

Experiment purposefully with media, materials and processes, 
reviewing and refining work as ideas develop. 

Record observations, insights and intentions through drawing, 
photography, annotation and other appropriate methods. 

Apply critical thinking to evaluate progress and inform creative 
decision-making. 

Refine and present preparatory studies that demonstrate sustained 
investigation and development. 

Demonstrate independence, resilience and adaptability when 
responding to challenges and setbacks. 

Prepare for a resolved final outcome through purposeful 
experimentation, refinement and planning. 

Students will: 

Produce a sustained and resolved outcome 
within the 15-hour examination. 

Apply technical skills with confidence, control 
and purpose. 

Realise personal intentions through a coherent 
and meaningful visual response. 

Demonstrate independence, resilience and 
effective time management under exam 
conditions. 

Assessment 
and feedback 

 

Assessment based on GCE Criteria: Assessment is based on the four GCE Art and Design Assessment Objectives: AO1: Develop ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by contextual and other sources, demonstrating analytical and critical understanding. AO2: 
Explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and processes, reviewing and refining ideas as work develops. AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, reflecting critically on work and progress. AO4: Present a personal and 
meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language. 
Regular portfolio and sketchbook reviews are used to monitor progress and identify next steps. 
Peer critique, self-evaluation and reflective discussion, using subject-specific vocabulary to analyse and refine their work and to support the development of analytical thinking, independent practice and personal enquiry.  
Feedback is provided through verbal dialogue, written annotation, assessment checkpoints and individual target setting to support the development of independent practice and personal enquiry. 


